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Russia occupies a unique position in the Muslim world. Unlike any other non-Islamic state, it has ruled
Muslim populations for over five hundred years. Though Russia today is plagued by its unrelenting war in
Chechnya, Russia's approach toward Islam once yielded stability. In stark contrast to the popular "clash of
civilizations" theory that sees Islam inevitably in conflict with the West, Robert D. Crews reveals the
remarkable ways in which Russia constructed an empire with broad Muslim support.

In the eighteenth century, Catherine the Great inaugurated a policy of religious toleration that made Islam an
essential pillar of Orthodox Russia. For ensuing generations, tsars and their police forces supported official
Muslim authorities willing to submit to imperial directions in exchange for defense against brands of Islam
they deemed heretical and destabilizing. As a result, Russian officials assumed the powerful but often
awkward role of arbitrator in disputes between Muslims. And just as the state became a presence in the local
mosque, Muslims became inextricably integrated into the empire and shaped tsarist will in Muslim
communities stretching from the Volga River to Central Asia.

For Prophet and Tsar draws on police and court records, and Muslim petitions, denunciations, and clerical
writings--not accessible prior to 1991--to unearth the fascinating relationship between an empire and its
subjects. As America and Western Europe debate how best to secure the allegiances of their Muslim
populations, Crews offers a unique and critical historical vantage point.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Tesch:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled For Prophet and Tsar: Islam and Empire in Russia and
Central Asia. Try to stumble through book For Prophet and Tsar: Islam and Empire in Russia and Central
Asia as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Christina Ochs:

In other case, little men and women like to read book For Prophet and Tsar: Islam and Empire in Russia and
Central Asia. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how
is important the book For Prophet and Tsar: Islam and Empire in Russia and Central Asia. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

April Cotton:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve For Prophet and Tsar: Islam and
Empire in Russia and Central Asia will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or suited book with you?

Carmen Dana:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This For Prophet and Tsar: Islam and
Empire in Russia and Central Asia is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.
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