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Jean Langlais (1907–1991) was one of the glories of twentieth-century French music, uniting two great
traditions. As organist of the church of Sainte-Clotilde in Paris for more than forty years, he maintained the
deeply spiritual musical legacy established there by César Franck and continued by Charles Tournemire; as a
blind man, he was his generation's foremost successor to the great blind virtuosos Louis Vierne and André
Marchal.

Born in great poverty in rural Brittany, he came to Paris and studied first at the National Institute for the
Blind and then at the Paris Conservatory, where he took a first prize in Marcel Dupré’s organ class. From his
very first published works, Langlais became known as an important composer particularly for organ: he may
be considered the culmination of the French post-Romantic school of Widor, Vierne, and Dupré, to which he
brought the same love of Gregorian chant and modal harmony as did his mentor Tournemire.

Finally attaining his dream of becoming organist of Sainte-Clotilde in 1945, he had a long career as organist,
teacher, composer, and traveling virtuoso. Despite his blindness he was among the most active touring
performers of his time, his legendary recitals always concluding with an improvisation on a submitted theme.

This biography by a scholar-organist examines both his life and his music. Although he denied it, he was an
exceedingly complex and sometimes contradictory personality. He was both intensely religious and sensual,
selfish yet humble, a loyal friend with a marked competitive streak. His music evolved throughout his life,
including late experimentation with serial techniques and encoded messages. He wrote much music for the
church and took part in the controversies surrounding the liturgical reforms of Vatican II.

All these aspects of his life and art, including the rigorous training and arduous practice that transformed a
blind peasant boy into a superb musician, his lifelong friendship with Olivier Messiaen, his sometimes
turbulent family life, and the body of works he left — only J. S. Bach wrote more compositions for the organ
— are narrated and analyzed by Ann Labounsky, who is uniquely qualified to write this definitive biography.
A favorite Langlais pupil, she was asked by Langlais himself to write it and had his full cooperation for
numerous long interviews over many years.
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From reader reviews:

Charlie Bowers:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Jean Langlais - The Man and His Music (Hardcover), you may tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Dale Winsett:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Jean Langlais - The Man and His Music
(Hardcover), you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Loretta Claybrooks:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Jean Langlais - The Man
and His Music (Hardcover) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you may pick Jean Langlais - The Man and His Music (Hardcover)
become your own starter.

Joshua Matthews:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication Jean Langlais - The Man and His Music (Hardcover) was filled
regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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