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Even those whose knowledge of De Sade is limited to knowing that the word ‘sadism’ is derived from his
name, or perhaps have been introduced to some of the practices associated with that word through reading
the EL James book ‘Fifty Shades of Grey’, may wonder who the heck was this French guy anyway? And still
a controversial figure even 200 years after he died! Well, here is a brilliant introduction; a fascinating
biographical and historical account of his life, his work and the times he lived in—written by the man who
coined the word ‘sadism’; his first biographer Dr Ivan Bloch. Now published for the first time for Kindle,
‘Marquis de Sade: The Man And His Age’, explores in detail the core themes and prevailing cultural climate
of France in the eighteenth century. De Sade was an aristocrat, philosopher and politician, as well as a writer
of ‘extreme’ pornography. He was born in 1740 and lived through the most tumultuous period in French
history—the end of the 200-year-old Bourbon monarchy under Louis XVI, during the revolutionary years,
through to the meteoric rise of Napoleon in the new republican era. As a point in time, ‘The Enlightenment’
or ‘Age of Reason’ the period roughly between 1600-1800, was a collision of the old world religious order,
pitched up against a new world of Newtonian physics and other profound scientific discoveries which
introduced new perspectives on nature and man's place within it, challenging the very idea of faith, religion
and intolerance in society, as represented by the Catholic Church—which he despised. This shift towards a
more secular society gave the avowed atheist De Sade, an opportunity to rewrite the rulebook to suit him
self. His logic was that if there wasn’t a God, there was no justification for setting any limitations on human
actions, thus legitimising all forms of sexual experimentation. De Sade was in this sense an example of
‘Enlightenment’ philosophy taken to its absolute extreme, advocating total freedom and recognising pleasure
alone as the goal of life. He rejected private property, morality, religion, laws and authority because he
believed they were the opposite of what true freedom was all about; a devotion to the pursuit of
pleasure—for its own sake. Still a controversial figure, his works have been banned at some point by many
governments and leaders across the world—fearful of what they all perceived would be the toxic effect his
writings would have on 'their' masses. Even eminent contemporary Rousseau warned that ‘Justine’, would
damn any girl who read but a single page, while he was hailed by Apollinaire as “the freest spirit that has
ever lived.” Dr Bloch reveals with gripping detail the debaucheries, prostitution, pornography, perversity,
crime and punishment of a France then awash with a coruscating amorality—a monarchy so corrupt and self
serving it almost single-handedly bankrupted the country; a clergy that was lining it’s pockets and engaging
in the very ‘unholy’ sexual practices it purported to be against; and how Sade disseminated and satirized
these events in his books, plays and writings, including ‘Justine’, ‘Juliette’ and ‘Philosophy In The Boudoir.’
From eye witness accounts of public executions to the most outrageous of Bacchanalian orgies, it is an
unflinchingly depictive account of his life and times and (be warned!) will undoubtedly be, in parts an
uncomfortable read for many because of the shocking level of detail it contains. Dr Bloch explains the satires
and references the ‘real life’ scenarios his writings were alluding to—those he was attacking. Through the
quickly circulated pamphlets and books and the subsequent public notoriety he gained in the process, his
mockery of the monarchy and the church made him into an unlikely hero of the radical left and other critics
of the Ancien Régime. Claimed as a precursor to Freud, The Surrealists, Baudelaire, The Existentialists,
Nietzsche and Stimer, even today his influence ever pervasive.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Gutierrez:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Marquis de Sade: The Man And His Age:
Studies In The History Of The Culture And Morals Of The Eighteenth Century is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Florence Williams:

This Marquis de Sade: The Man And His Age: Studies In The History Of The Culture And Morals Of The
Eighteenth Century tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Marquis de Sade: The Man And His Age: Studies In The History Of The Culture And
Morals Of The Eighteenth Century can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Marquis de Sade: The Man And His Age: Studies In The History Of The
Culture And Morals Of The Eighteenth Century giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Kay Davidson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the book untitled Marquis de Sade: The Man And His Age: Studies In The
History Of The Culture And Morals Of The Eighteenth Century can be excellent book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Earl Casey:

Marquis de Sade: The Man And His Age: Studies In The History Of The Culture And Morals Of The
Eighteenth Century can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Marquis de Sade: The Man And His Age: Studies In



The History Of The Culture And Morals Of The Eighteenth Century yet doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.
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