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In a grand tour of comic theater over the centuries, Erich Segal traces the evolution of the classical form
from its early origins in a misogynistic quip by the sixth-century B.C. Susarion, through countless weddings
and happy endings, to the exasperated monosyllables of Samuel Beckett. With fitting wit, profound erudition
lightly worn, and instructive examples from the mildly amusing to the uproarious, his book fully illustrates
comedy's glorious life cycle from its first breath to its death in the Theater of the Absurd.

An exploration of various landmarks in the history of a genre that flourished almost unchanged for two
millennia, The Death of Comedy revisits the obscenities and raucous twists of Aristophanes, the neighborly
pleasantries of Menander, the tomfoolery and farce of Plautus. Segal shows how the ribaldry of foiled
adultery, a staple of Roman comedy, reappears in force on the stages of Restoration England. And he gives
us a closer look at the schadenfreude--delight in someone else's misfortune--that marks Machiavelli's and
Marlowe's works.

At every turn in Segal's analysis--from Shakespeare to Molière to Shaw--another facet of the comic art
emerges, until finally, he argues, "the head conquers and the heart dies": Letting the intellect take the lead,
Cocteau, Ionesco, and Beckett smother comedy as we know it. The book is a tour de force, a sweeping
panorama of the art and history of comedy, as insightful as it is delightful to read.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Brock:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Death of Comedy. All type of book
could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Cassie Merritt:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The Death of Comedy.

Pauline Lipman:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Death of Comedy as well as
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish
to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks
are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
The Death of Comedy to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Jessica Bowman:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
With the book The Death of Comedy we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get
creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life by this book The Death of Comedy. You can more attractive than now.
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