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Today’s celebrity charity work has deep historical roots. In the 1880s and 1890s, the stars of fin-de-siècle
London’s fashionable stage culture—particularly the women—transformed theatre’s connection with
fundraising. They refreshed, remolded, and reenergized celebrity charity work at a time when organized
benevolence and women’s public roles were also being transformed. In the process, actresses established a
model and set of practices that persist today among the stars of both London’s West End and Hollywood.

In the late nineteenth century, theatre’s fundraising for charitable causes shifted from male-dominated and
private to female-directed and public. Although elite women had long been involved in such enterprises, they
took on more authority in this period. At the same time, regular, high-profile public charity events became
more important and much more visible than private philanthropy. Actresses became key figures in making
the growing number of large and heavily publicized fundraisers successful. By 1920, the attitude was “Get
an actress first. If you can’t get an actress, then get a duchess.” Actresses’ star power, their ability to
orchestrate large events quickly, and their skill at performing a kind of genteel extortion made them essential
to this model of charity. Actresses also benefited from this new role. Taking a prominent, public, offstage
position was crucial in making them, individually and collectively, respectable professionals.

Author Catherine Hindson reveals this history by examining the major types of charity events at the turn of
the twentieth century, including fundraising matinees, charity bazaars and costume parties, theatrical tea and
garden parties, and benefit performances. Her study concludes with a look at the involvement of actresses in
raising funds for British soldiers serving in the Anglo-Boer War and the First World War. 
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From reader reviews:

Stan Whitley:

The event that you get from London's West End Actresses and the Origins of Celebrity Charity, 1880-1920
(Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the
words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but
London's West End Actresses and the Origins of Celebrity Charity, 1880-1920 (Studies Theatre Hist &
Culture) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of London's
West End Actresses and the Origins of Celebrity Charity, 1880-1920 (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture)
instantly.

Mamie Shaw:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept London's West
End Actresses and the Origins of Celebrity Charity, 1880-1920 (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) suitable to
you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled London's West End
Actresses and the Origins of Celebrity Charity, 1880-1920 (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture)is the one of
several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book
will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

William Ward:

The book untitled London's West End Actresses and the Origins of Celebrity Charity, 1880-1920 (Studies
Theatre Hist & Culture) is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of London's West End Actresses and the Origins of Celebrity Charity, 1880-1920 (Studies Theatre Hist
& Culture) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Shalon Dougherty:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to



there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this London's West End Actresses and the Origins of Celebrity Charity, 1880-1920
(Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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