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Islam is often described as abstract, ascetic, and uniquely disengaged from the human body. Scott Kugle
refutes this assertion in the first full study of Islamic mysticism as it relates to the human body. Examining
Sufi conceptions of the body in religious writings from the late fifteenth through the nineteenth century,
Kugle demonstrates that literature from this era often treated saints' physical bodies as sites of sacred power.

Sufis and Saints' Bodies focuses on six important saints from Sufi communities in North Africa and South
Asia. Kugle singles out a specific part of the body to which each saint is frequently associated in religious
literature. The saints' bodies, Kugle argues, are treated as symbolic resources for generating religious
meaning, communal solidarity, and the experience of sacred power. In each chapter, Kugle also features a
particular theoretical problem, drawing methodologically from religious studies, anthropology, studies of
gender and sexuality, theology, feminism, and philosophy. Bringing a new perspective to Islamic studies,
Kugle shows how an important Islamic tradition integrated myriad understandings of the body in its
nurturing role in the material, social, and spiritual realms.
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From reader reviews:

Jewell Garza:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Sufis and Saints' Bodies: Mysticism,
Corporeality, and Sacred Power in Islam (Islamic Civilization and Muslim Networks). All type of book can
you see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Bruce Parisien:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer could be Sufis and Saints' Bodies: Mysticism, Corporeality, and Sacred Power in Islam
(Islamic Civilization and Muslim Networks) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or
even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Richard Hunt:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more
time to be learn. Sufis and Saints' Bodies: Mysticism, Corporeality, and Sacred Power in Islam (Islamic
Civilization and Muslim Networks) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have
those short free time problems.

Christopher Hickman:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Sufis and Saints' Bodies: Mysticism,
Corporeality, and Sacred Power in Islam (Islamic Civilization and Muslim Networks) can be the response,
oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading
in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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