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The groundbreaking study of transitions and control in the California prison system has been extensively
read, cited, and quoted in unpublished form—and is finally easily available worldwide. A compelling part of
the canon of studies in penology, criminology, sociology, and organizational theory, this new edition of
STRATEGIES OF CONTROL adds a 2016 foreword by Howard S. Becker and afterword by Jonathan
Simon, both contributing substantive and meaningful views of this important work. Considered influential to
two generations of scholars worldwide, Messinger's thesis examining prison systems' organization and
reform—or in some ways, regression—is said to anticipate Erving Goffman's and Michel Foucault's writings
on "total institutions" by many years, and raised themes that only years later would become influential in
criminology and sociology. Its new digital edition features quality formatting, active Contents, linked notes
and cross-references, and all of the tables and charts of the original study.

Writing in the new foreword, Becker notes that this is a "a masterful analysis of a systematically connected
group of organizations, seeing them not as separate entities, but as a system whose organizational routines
and peculiarities we couldn't understand if we didn't know their external connections as well as their internal
workings." Its research methodology was painstaking: "The officials of the new system's components,
especially the wardens of the individual prisons, had [many] questions on their minds. You couldn’t answer
those questions by observing one of those prisons for a year or two." Not so in the author's decade of
research leading up to this work. Indeed, Becker concludes, "Messinger's study provides the blueprint for
more accurate and persuasive analyses of large organizations of every kind."

Simon writes in the new afterword that this book remains "an important contribution to understanding the
nature of imprisonment and more broadly to the study of punishment in modern society," providing "a
crucial background for rethinking the recent history of prisons and particularly the rise of mass incarceration,
which has seen the proliferation of multi-prison systems, extensions of bureaucratic management within
prisons, and the abandonment of rehabilitation as a central justification for punishment." Simon adds:
"Creating a sociological analysis for such a complex extended network required a break with traditional
sociological thinking," and going further in "suggesting another analytic shift from studying the 'prison
system' to studying the broad array of agencies and authorities that made up 'the correctional establishment.'"

Part of the Classics of Law & Society Series from Quid Pro Books, this foundational book is at last available
to a general audience, researchers, and students in ebook form, and soon in new paperback as well.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Drew:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Strategies of Control (Classics of Law
& Society) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It
is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book
with you?

Lauren Joseph:

The book Strategies of Control (Classics of Law & Society) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Strategies of Control (Classics of Law
& Society)? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Strategies of Control
(Classics of Law & Society) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you.
You can search the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Ross Jackson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Strategies of
Control (Classics of Law & Society) suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Strategies of Control (Classics of Law & Society)is one of several books this
everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots
of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Edith Macklin:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Strategies of Control (Classics of Law & Society) this e-book consist a lot
of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some study when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.
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