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Floyd Phillips Gibbons (1887 – 1939) was the war correspondent for the Chicago Tribune during the 1916
Mobilization on the Mexican Border, as well as duringWorld War I.

Between June 1915 and June 1916 raiders from Mexico attacked persons on American soil 38 times,
resulting in the deaths of 26 soldiers and 11 civilians. Reacting to the Glenn Springs raid, the Army
transferred three regiments of regulars to the border and also called up state militia units from Texas,
Arizona, and New Mexico on May 8. On June 15, 1916, another attempted raid by Mexican border-crossers,
this at San Ygnacio, Texas, 30 miles downstream from Laredo, was repulsed by soldiers with casualties to
both sides. As a result, using powers granted by passage of the National Defense Act of 1916, which
established the United States National Guard, Wilson on June 18 fully mobilized Guard units from the
remainder of the states and the District of Columbia for duty on the border. More than 140,000 National
Guard troops were called up,

Guard units participated in three skirmishes at Camp Stephen J. Little on the Arizona border in July 1916.
The final action of the three, occurring January 26, 1917, resulted in an all-day border skirmish between
Utah cavalrymen and Mexicans in which the guardsmen were reinforced and ten Mexicans were killed or
wounded. The border security mission proved an excellent training environment for the officers and men of
the National Guard, who were again inducted into federal service after the United States declared war on
Germany in April 1917.

Gibbons writes:
"September, 1916. WITHOUT a single man killed in action, without a single engagement with an enemy,
without the firing of a hostile shot, the armed civilian forces of the United States, numbering approximately
100,000 men, have been drawn up in more or less military array along the nation’s border for more than two
months. These American citizens left their many homes and families, their jobs, stores, and factories, when
war was in the air. A national crisis was at hand—or at least everybody was led to believe that it was. In each
troop-train that hurried borderward, guardsmen were hoping and praying that hostilities would not begin
until they had reached the firing line. It was a glorious sight for those who believed that one bugle blast from
the porte-cochere of the White House and "a million men would spring to arms."

Originally published in 1917; may contain an occasional imperfection.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Benedict:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be smart
in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The First Border Wall: The Great Militia
Mobilization Along the Mexican Border in 1916 book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge.
Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jonathan Smith:

The reserve with title The First Border Wall: The Great Militia Mobilization Along the Mexican Border in
1916 includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book.
That book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
that anywhere you want.

Donald Lee:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The First Border Wall: The Great Militia
Mobilization Along the Mexican Border in 1916 is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area,
in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you
can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Arthur Fabry:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With
the book The First Border Wall: The Great Militia Mobilization Along the Mexican Border in 1916 we can
consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must want to
read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your
life with this book The First Border Wall: The Great Militia Mobilization Along the Mexican Border in
1916. You can more appealing than now.
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