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Duong Van Mai Elliott's The Sacred Willow, an extraordinary narrative woven from the lives of four
generations of her family, illuminates fascinating--and until now unexplored--strands of Vietnamese history.

Beginning with her great-grandfather, who rose from rural poverty to become an influential mandarin, and
continuing to the present, Mai Elliott traces her family's journey through an era of tumultuous change. She
tells us of childhood hours in her grandmother's silk shop--and of hiding while French troops torched her
village, watching blossoms torn by fire from the trees flutter "like hundreds of butterflies" overhead. She
reveals the agonizing choices that split Vietnamese families: her eldest sister left her staunchly anti-
communist home to join the Viet Minh, and spent months sleeping with her infant son in jungle camps,
fearing air raids by day and tigers by night. And she follows several family members through the last,
desperate hours of the fall of Saigon--including one nephew who tried to escape by grabbing the skid of a
departing American helicopter.

Based on family papers, dozens of interviews, and a wealth of other research, this is not only a memorable
family saga, but a record of how the Vietnamese themselves have experienced their times. At times haunting,
at times heartbreaking--it is always mesmerizing--The Sacred Willow will forever change how we view the
history of Vietnam and our own role in it.
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From reader reviews:

Miguel Willis:

The particular book The Sacred Willow: Four Generations in the Life of a Vietnamese Family has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Elizabeth Black:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The Sacred Willow: Four
Generations in the Life of a Vietnamese Family that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you can pick The Sacred Willow: Four Generations in the Life of a
Vietnamese Family become your own starter.

Jack Bemis:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This e-book The Sacred Willow: Four Generations in the Life of a Vietnamese Family was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

April Harry:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Sacred Willow: Four Generations in the
Life of a Vietnamese Family to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open
a book and study it. Beside that the book The Sacred Willow: Four Generations in the Life of a Vietnamese
Family can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of
that time.
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