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Mill took many elements of his version of utilitarianism from Jeremy Bentham, the great nineteenth-century
legal reformer, who along with William Paley were the two most influential English utilitarians prior to Mill.
Like Bentham, Mill believed that happiness (or pleasure, which both Bentham and Mill equated with
happiness) was the only thing humans do and should desire for its own sake. Since happiness is the only
intrinsic good, and since more happiness is preferable to less, the goal of the ethical life is maximize
happiness. This is what Bentham and Mill call "the principle of utility" or "the greatest-happiness principle."
Both Bentham and Mill thus endorse "classical" or "hedonistic" forms of utilitarianism. More recent
utilitarians often deny that happiness is the sole intrinsic good, arguing that a variety of values and
consequences should be considered in ethical decision making.

Although Mill agreed with Bentham about many of the foundational principles of ethics, he also had some
major disagreements. In particular, Mill tried to develop a more refined form of utilitarianism that would
harmonize better with ordinary morality and highlight the importance in the ethical life of intellectual
pleasures, self-development, high ideals of character, and conventional moral rules.

In Chapter 1, titled "General Remarks," Mill notes that there has been little progress in ethics. Since the
beginning of philosophy, the same issues have been debated over and over again, and philosophers continue
to disagree sharply over the basic starting points of ethics. Mill argues that these philosophical disputes have
not seriously damaged popular morality, largely because conventional morality is substantially, though
implicitly, utilitarian. He concludes the chapter by noting that he will not attempt to give a strict "proof" of
the greatest-happiness principle. Like Bentham, Mill believed that ultimate ends and first principles cannot
be demonstrated, since they lie at the foundation of everything else that we know and believe. Nevertheless,
he claims, "considerations may be presented capable of determining the intellect," which amount to
something close to a proof of the principle of utility.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Seidl:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if
you want experience happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the
Utilitarianism is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Carmela Martin:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Utilitarianism that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't
be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Utilitarianism become
your personal starter.

Silvia Doucet:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be go through. Utilitarianism can be your answer as it can be read by
anyone who have those short time problems.

Drew Dube:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Utilitarianism can give you a lot of close friends
because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Utilitarianism.
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