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Gifts are always with us: we use them positively to display affection and show gratitude for favours; we
suspect that others give and accept them as douceurs and bribes. The gift also performed these roles in early
modern English culture: and assumed a more significant role because networks of informal support and
patronage were central to social and political behaviour. Favours, and their proper acknowledgement, were
preoccupations of the age of Erasmus, Shakespeare, and Hobbes. As in modern society, giving and receiving
was complex and full of the potential for social damage. 'Almost nothing', men of the Renaissance learned
from that great classical guide to morality, Lucius Annaeus Seneca, 'is more disgraceful than the fact that we
do not know how either to give or receive benefits'. The Power of Gifts is about those gifts and benefits -
what they were, and how they were offered and received in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. It shows
that the mode of giving, as well as what was given, was crucial to social bonding and political success.

The volume moves from a general consideration of the nature of the gift to an exploration of the politics of
giving. In the latter chapters some of the well-known rituals of English court life - the New Year ceremony,
royal progresses, diplomatic missions - are viewed through the prism of gift-exchange. Gifts to monarchs or
their ministers could focus attention on the donor, those from the crown could offer some assurance of
favour. These fundamentals remained the same throughout the century and a half before the Civil War, but
the attitude of individual monarchs altered specific behaviour. Elizabeth expected to be wooed with gifts and
dispensed benefits largely for service rendered, James I modelled giving as the largesse of the Renaissance
prince, Charles I's gift-exchanges focused on the art collecting of his coterie. And always in both politics and
the law courts there was the danger that gifts would be corroded, morphing from acceptable behaviour into
bribes and corruption. The Power of Gifts explores prescriptive literature, pamphlets, correspondence, legal
cases and financial records, to illuminate social attitudes and behaviour through a rich series of examples and
case-studies.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Riggins:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Power of Gifts: Gift Exchange in Early
Modern England. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book The Power of Gifts: Gift Exchange in Early Modern England. You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Ross Adams:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Power of Gifts: Gift Exchange
in Early Modern England book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Harold Houston:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we
will say absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is actually The Power of Gifts: Gift Exchange in Early Modern England.

Jack Scala:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By book The Power of Gifts: Gift Exchange in Early Modern England we can consider more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book
that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book The Power of Gifts: Gift
Exchange in Early Modern England. You can more appealing than now.
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