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This book examines the consequences—positive, negative, and otherwise—of tourism in Costa Rica. Based
on ethnographic research and interviews with tourists, tour operators, tourists-turned-settlers, and locals
living in tourist destinations, this book brings together these varied perspectives with the aim of presenting
forms of tourism beneficial to all parties. To examine both pitfalls and positive outcomes of tourism, it
compares modes of tourism in destinations that are locally owned and foreign owned, ecotourism
destinations, beach tourism, adventure tourism sites, and agrotourism projects. Furthermore, the author draws
from two decades of research in two distinct communities to trace the ways in which the development of
tourism in one community provided the springboard for changing gender roles and new opportunities for
women, and, in the other, how the promise of tourism has spurred a cultural revitalization and positive
change in Indigenous identity.

Interviews with three generations of women in one tourist destination show generational changes in
perspectives on tourism, and interviews covering the same time span show how in an Indigenous reservation
poised to enter the heritage tourism industry, tourism offers a positive alternative to exploitative forms of
labor and the stigma once associated with Indigeneity in that region. Interviews with locals in all four sites
reveal the ways in which tourism carried out conscientiously would benefit them. These, juxtaposed with
interviews of tourists regarding what they seek through tourism, offer a means of designing a mutually
beneficial form of tourism. In sum, this book puts into conversation the varied views of those positioned
differently within the realm of tourism in order to inform tourists and foreign land owners as to how they
might glean the advantages that such an experience may bring to the traveler, while also playing up the
benefits of these endeavors to local communities, and minimizing the potential damage these practices may
cause.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Wallace:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a e-book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Tourism and Cultural Change
in Costa Rica: Pitfalls and Possibilities will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book
with you?

Jacquelyn Lopez:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Tourism and Cultural Change in Costa Rica:
Pitfalls and Possibilities book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Erin Kizer:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a e-book. The book Tourism and Cultural Change in Costa Rica: Pitfalls and Possibilities it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features
high quality.

Cheree Rodriquez:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Tourism and Cultural Change in Costa Rica:
Pitfalls and Possibilities can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books
have than the others?
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