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Using vintage photographs from the second half of the nineteenth century and first half of the twentieth,
many of them from private family albums, this book brings to life the world of that vanished Alexandria, a
vibrant, stylish, and cosmopolitan city, the largest port in the Mediterranean, that was the prosperous
gateway between Egypt and the world. Seen here in the setting of their homes and gardens, and on the city’s
streets and beaches, the faces of those forgotten Alexandrians come to life: the Greeks, Italians, Jews, and all
those others from around the Mediterranean whose energy and expertise helped modernize and develop
Egypt, and who planted their family roots in the city. This was the luxuriant and evocative city celebrated by
Constantine Cavafy, E.M. Forster, and Lawrence Durrell, and they too are included in these pages along with
photographs of scenes and people that were familiar to them. Vintage Alexandria traces the development and
growth of the city, follows its story through the dramatic events of two world wars, and above all provides a
background to the city’s place in twentieth-century cultural history, through the eyes of Alexandria’s
cosmopolitan citizens themselves.

Those citizens and others who passed through the city and appear in these pages included Antony Benaki
(the Greek cotton trader whose collection formed the basis of the famous Benaki Museum in Athens), Robert
Koch (who isolated the cholera virus and developed a vaccine in an Alexandria laboratory), the Greek
children’s writer Penelope Delta, Claude Vincendon (the third wife of Lawrence Durrell), King Victor
Emanuel III of Italy, Eve Cohen (the second wife of Lawrence Durrell, and the model for “Justine”), Safinaz
Zulfikar (later married to King Farouk as Queen Farida), Rudolph Hess (Hitler’s deputy, who attended
school in Alexandria), Jean de Menasce (the “best translator” of T.S. Eliot), Manfred von Richthofen (the
Red Baron), the Palestinian intellectual Edward Said, the Egyptian film director Youssef Chahine, the
Egyptian and international film star Omar Sharif, King Hussein of Jordan, Rhona Haszard (the post-
impressionist painter), Ahmed Hassanein Pasha (the Egyptian explorer and diplomat), and Noel Coward (the
English writer and wit, who sang at the Fleet Club in Alexandria and was mobbed by sailors).
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From reader reviews:

Ramona Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Vintage Alexandria: Photographs of the City, 1860-1960.

Jeremy Gable:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Vintage Alexandria: Photographs of
the City, 1860-1960 that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for
all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, it is possible to pick Vintage Alexandria: Photographs of the City, 1860-1960 become your
own starter.

Marcela Beach:

This Vintage Alexandria: Photographs of the City, 1860-1960 is great publication for you because the
content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can declare no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Vintage Alexandria: Photographs of the City, 1860-1960 in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten
or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do
you still doubt which?

Edward Reed:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Vintage Alexandria: Photographs of the
City, 1860-1960 is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If
you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.
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