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In Writing Authority, Hawke argues that the rapidly changing political and economic landscape of early
Greece prompted elites to begin committing laws to written form. The emergence of the polis and its
institutions, the demographic growth of Greece, the development of market forces and the commoditization
of wealth, all presented new challenges and difficulties for the Greeks of the eighth and seventh centuries
B.C.E. Hawke contends that no one felt the attendant anxieties of these changes more acutely than the
leading members of early Greek communities—they confronted regulating their intense competition for
status and power in an environment where traditional sources of authority, such as Homeric epic, offered no
ready solutions for problems arising from the transformation of Greek society. Greek elites enshrined in
writing rules aimed at stabilizing their relationships with one another and, by extension, their communities.

Challenging both established and emerging orthodoxies about the appearance of written law in ancient
Greece, Writing Authority questions the importance of a popular or communal role in the earliest Greek
legislation. Approaches from anthropology, legal studies, and sociology are used to situate the emergence of
Greek law in the broader context of Greek legal culture in the eighth through early sixth centuries B.C.E. as
Hawke describes in rich detail the legal culture of Homer’s world, considers the impact of literacy on Greek
attitudes about law and authority and its practical consequences for the governing of the Greek polis, and
examines the effects of the tumultuous changes in Archaic Greece on the leading members of Greek
communities. The result is a compelling monograph that provides an exhaustive and nuanced history of
earliest Greek law and the motivations of the elites that brought it into being. It will be of interest to scholars
of Greek history, classicists, and early legal historians.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Riddle:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Writing Authority: Elite Competition and
Written Law in Early Greece. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important a book Writing Authority: Elite Competition and Written Law in Early Greece. You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Martha Williams:

Here thing why that Writing Authority: Elite Competition and Written Law in Early Greece are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. Writing Authority: Elite Competition and Written Law in Early
Greece giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there
is no publication that similar with Writing Authority: Elite Competition and Written Law in Early Greece. It
gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even
in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form
of Writing Authority: Elite Competition and Written Law in Early Greece in e-book can be your alternative.

Edith Macklin:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance likes.
Maybe you answer might be Writing Authority: Elite Competition and Written Law in Early Greece why
because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Robert Hill:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Writing Authority: Elite Competition
and Written Law in Early Greece which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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