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Wide-Open Town traces the history of gay men and lesbians in San Francisco from the turn of the century,
when queer bars emerged in San Francisco's tourist districts, to 1965, when a raid on a drag ball changed the
course of queer history. Bringing to life the striking personalities and vibrant milieu that fueled this era, Nan
Alamilla Boyd examines the culture that developed around the bar scene and homophile activism. She argues
that the communities forged inside bars and taverns functioned politically and, ultimately, offered practical
and ideological responses to the policing of San Francisco's queer and transgender communities. Using
police and court records, oral histories, tourist literature, and manuscript collections from local and state
archives, Nan Alamilla Boyd explains the phenomenal growth of San Francisco as a "wide-open town"—a
town where anything goes. She also relates the early history of the gay and lesbian civil rights movement that
took place in San Francisco prior to 1965.

Wide-Open Town argues that police persecution forged debates about rights and justice that transformed San
Francisco's queer communities into the identity-based groups we see today. In its vivid re-creation of bar and
drag life, its absorbing portrait of central figures in the communities, and its provocative chronicling of this
period in the country's most transgressive city, Wide-Open Town offers a fascinating and lively new chapter
of American queer history.
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From reader reviews:

Derek McCaleb:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for us. The book Wide-Open Town: A History of Queer San Francisco to 1965
has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The book Wide-Open Town: A History of Queer San Francisco to 1965 is not only
giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Wide-Open Town: A
History of Queer San Francisco to 1965. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Camille Wolfe:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you
have read is usually Wide-Open Town: A History of Queer San Francisco to 1965.

Selma Lang:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Wide-Open Town: A History of Queer San Francisco to 1965 this guide consist a
lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Karen Tullis:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's soul or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring in addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important
for yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Wide-Open Town: A History of Queer San Francisco to
1965 can make you experience more interested to read.
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