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William Rand Kenan Jr. (1872-1965) is best remembered throughout his native North Carolina as a major
benefactor of his alma mater, the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. But he was also a gifted
scientist and business executive. In this first comprehensive biography, Walter Campbell charts Kenan's
achievements in areas as diverse as chemistry, dairy science, media management, and railroad and resort
development. While still a student at UNC, Kenan played an important role in the discovery of calcium
carbide--the major component in the manufacture of acetylene--which led to the formation of Union Carbide
Company. He later created the nation's largest and most advanced private dairy research farm at his home in
Lockport, New York. In 1899, he became a consultant to Standard Oil cofounder and Florida developer
Henry Morrison Flagler, who later married Kenan's sister Mary Lily. Following Flagler's death in 1913,
Kenan successfully guided the vast network of Flagler businesses, as well as his own flourishing enterprises,
through a tumultuous period that saw two world wars, a speculative land boom, and a depression. This
biography offers new insights into Kenan's many successes as well as his disappointments, particularly his
keen sense of having lived his life in the shadow of others. It also includes the first objective account of the
widely reported rift between the Kenans and the family of Mary Lily's second husband, Robert Worth
Bingham.

Originally published in 1996.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

William Reeves:

With other case, little folks like to read book Across Fortune's Tracks: A Biography of William Rand Kenan
Jr.. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a
book Across Fortune's Tracks: A Biography of William Rand Kenan Jr.. You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Elizabeth Hart:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the
top record in your reading list is usually Across Fortune's Tracks: A Biography of William Rand Kenan Jr..
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person.
By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Robert Mayo:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This book Across Fortune's Tracks: A Biography of William Rand Kenan Jr. was
filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.

Robert Vargas:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the Across Fortune's Tracks: A Biography of William Rand Kenan Jr. when you desired it?
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