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When Annette Gordon-Reed's groundbreaking study was first published, rumors of Thomas Jefferson's
sexual involvement with his slave Sally Hemings had circulated for two centuries. Among all aspects of
Jefferson's renowned life, it was perhaps the most hotly contested topic. The publication of Thomas Jefferson
and Sally Hemings intensified this debate by identifying glaring inconsistencies in many noted scholars'
evaluations of the existing evidence. In this study, Gordon-Reed assembles a fascinating and convincing
argument: not that the alleged thirty-eight-year liaison necessarily took place but rather that the evidence for
its taking place has been denied a fair hearing.

Friends of Jefferson sought to debunk the Hemings story as early as 1800, and most subsequent historians
and biographers followed suit, finding the affair unthinkable based upon their view of Jefferson's life,
character, and beliefs. Gordon-Reed responds to these critics by pointing out numerous errors and prejudices
in their writings, ranging from inaccurate citations, to impossible time lines, to virtual exclusions of
evidence—especially evidence concerning the Hemings family. She demonstrates how these scholars may
have been misguided by their own biases and may even have tailored evidence to serve and preserve their
opinions of Jefferson. This updated edition of the book also includes an afterword in which the author
comments on the DNA study that provided further evidence of a Jefferson and Hemings liaison.00

Possessing both a layperson's unfettered curiosity and a lawyer's logical mind, Annette Gordon-Reed writes
with a style and compassion that are irresistible. Each chapter revolves around a key figure in the Hemings
drama, and the resulting portraits are engrossing and very personal. Gordon-Reed also brings a keen intuitive
sense of the psychological complexities of human relationships—relationships that, in the real world, often
develop regardless of status or race. The most compelling element of all, however, is her extensive and
careful research, which often allows the evidence to speak for itself. Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings:
An American Controversy is the definitive look at a centuries-old question that should fascinate general
readers and historians alike.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Perkins:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Thomas Jefferson
and Sally Hemings: An American Controversy is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

John Dumas:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Thomas Jefferson and Sally
Hemings: An American Controversy that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want
to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings: An
American Controversy become your own personal starter.

Catherine Acevedo:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings:
An American Controversy is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book.
It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Sheila Robinson:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the
books in the top checklist in your reading list will be Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings: An American
Controversy. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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