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The story of the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan is well known: the expansionist Communists
overwhelmed a poor country as a means of reaching a warm-water port on the Persian Gulf. Afghan
mujahideen upset their plans, holding on with little more than natural fighting skills, until CIA agents came
to the rescue with American arms. Humiliated in battle, the Soviets hastily retreated. It is a great story-but it
never happened.

In this brilliant, myth-busting account, Rodric Braithwaite, the former British ambassador to Moscow,
challenges much of what we know about the Soviets in Afghanistan. He provides an inside look at this little-
understood episode, using first-hand accounts and piercing analysis to show the war as it was fought and
experienced by the Russians. The invasion was a defensive response to a chaotic situation in the Soviets'
immediate neighbor. They intended to establish a stable, friendly government, secure the major towns, and
train the police and armed forces before making a rapid exit. But the mission escalated, as did casualties.
Braithwaite does not paint the occupation as a Russian triumph. To the contrary, he illustrates the searing
effect of the brutal conflict on soldiers, their families, and the broader public, as returning veterans struggled
to regain their footing back home.

Now available in paperback, Braithwaite carries readers through these complex and momentous events,
capturing those violent and tragic days as no one has done before.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Reid:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you actually
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Afgantsy: The Russians in Afghanistan 1979-89 is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Linda Doyle:

This Afgantsy: The Russians in Afghanistan 1979-89 are usually reliable for you who want to be described
as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Afgantsy: The Russians in Afghanistan 1979-89 can be
one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this Afgantsy: The Russians in Afghanistan 1979-89 giving you an enormous of experience such
as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and luxuriate in reading.

Jesus Brewster:

This Afgantsy: The Russians in Afghanistan 1979-89 is great book for you because the content which is full
of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences in
it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Afgantsy: The
Russians in Afghanistan 1979-89 in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Anthony Lainez:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Afgantsy: The Russians in Afghanistan 1979-89 can make you sense more interested to read.
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