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The crucible of combat over 23 years forged the fledgling South African Air Force into a formidable strike
weapon, capable of defeating the best Soviet air defences of the time. From Fledgling to Eagle chronicles the
evolution of the SAAF in the 'Border War' that raged in Angola and South West Africa (Namibia) from 1966
to 1989, covering all the major South African Defence Force (SADF) operations from Ongulumbashe to the
'April Fools' Day war' in 1989. Dick Lord, who writes in a 'from the cockpit' style, has drawn on his own
first-hand operational reports and diaries, incorporating anecdotes from dozens of aviators from a wide
variety of squadrons - Buccaneers, Canberras, Mirages, Impalas, Bosboks, C-160s and -130s, Dakotas and
helicopters. He also expands on the close relationship the SAAF had with the ground troops in a variety of
operations - such units as the Parabats, Recces and Koevoet. Angola was really just a sideshow for the
Soviets who wanted to bleed the SAAF in a war of attrition before attempting total domination of South
Africa - their ultimate goal. He is unafraid to admit SADF mistakes - of Operations Hooper and Packer he
says: "Lines of communications were too long to ably support the battle, which is why we did not clear them
off the east bank of the Cuito River and why they captured the three Oliphant tanks which was their only
propaganda victory." Although he gives credit to the enemy when they put up a stiff fight, he clearly outlines
the overwhelming South African successes and dispels, in accurate detail, all enemy claims by giving an
accurate account of each battle. He says: "I agree with General Geldenhuys that we thrashed them severely
on the Lomba in '85 and '87 ... much recent publicity has also been given to the so-called victory of the
Forces of Liberation [SWAPO, MPLA, and 50,000 Cubans and Soviets] over the SADF at Cuito Cuanavale
in 1988. Nothing could be further from the truth - it is blatant propaganda."
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Martinez:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book From Fledgling to Eagle: The South African Air Force
During the Border War had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide From Fledgling to Eagle: The South African Air
Force During the Border War is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with the book From Fledgling to Eagle: The South African Air Force During the Border War.
You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Nancy Hunt:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline From Fledgling
to Eagle: The South African Air Force During the Border War suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled From Fledgling to Eagle: The South
African Air Force During the Border Waris a single of several books which everyone read now. This book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever
know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world within this book.

Teresa Sullivan:

This From Fledgling to Eagle: The South African Air Force During the Border War is great guide for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can
claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having From Fledgling to Eagle: The South African Air Force During the Border War
in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book
that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Deanna Marcantel:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except



your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this From Fledgling to
Eagle: The South African Air Force During the Border War.
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