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Every modern democratic state imprisons thousands of offenders every year, depriving them of their liberty,
causing them a great deal of psychological and sometimes physical harm. Relationships are destroyed, jobs
are lost, the risk of the offender being harmed by other offenders is increased and all at great expense to the
state.

How can this brutal and costly enterprise be justified? Traditionally, philosophers answering this question
have argued either that the punishment of wrongdoers is a good in itself (retributivism), or that it is a
regrettable means to a valuable end, such as the deterrence of future wrongdoing, and thus justifiable on
consequentialist grounds. This book offers a critical examination of those theories and advances a new
argument for punishment's justification, calling it the 'duty view'. On this view, the permission to punish
offenders is grounded in the duties that they incur in virtue of their wrongdoing. The most important duties
that ground the justification of punishment are the duty to recognize that the offender has done wrong and
the duty to protect others against wrongdoing. In the light of these duties the state has a permission to punish
offenders to ensure that they recognize that what they have done is wrong, but also to protect others from
crime.

In contrast to other justifications of punishment grounded in deterrence, the duty view is developed in the
light of a non-consequentialist moral theory: a theory which endorses constraints on the pursuit of the good.
It is shown that it is normally wrong to harm a person as a means to pursue a greater good. However, there
are exceptions to this principle in cases where the person harmed has an enforceable duty to pursue the good.
The implications of this idea are explored both in the context of self-defense, and then in the context of
punishment. Through the systematic exploration of the relationship between self-defense and punishment,
the book makes significant progress in defending a plausible set of non-consequentialist moral principles that
justify the punishment of wrongdoers, and marks a significant contribution to the philosophical literature on
punishment.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Dabney:

This The Ends of Harm: The Moral Foundations of Criminal Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy) book is simply
not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Ends of Harm: The Moral Foundations of
Criminal Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy) without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Ends of Harm: The Moral Foundations of Criminal
Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy) can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Ends of Harm: The Moral
Foundations of Criminal Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy) having excellent arrangement in word and layout,
so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Mary Ayala:

This book untitled The Ends of Harm: The Moral Foundations of Criminal Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy)
to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you
can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order
it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past
this guide from your list.

Virginia Cherry:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Ends of Harm: The
Moral Foundations of Criminal Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy) which is having the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's see.

Billy Doyle:

You can obtain this The Ends of Harm: The Moral Foundations of Criminal Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy)
by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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