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When Michael Schmidt’s last book, Lives of the Poets, was published, Mark Strand called it “a tour de force,
an astonishing view of the whole of poetry in English, a superb read.” Now Schmidt brings the same
erudition, insight, and élan to The First Poets—the story of the ancient Greeks whose work continues to
influence poetry in our own time.

Poetry takes its bearings from the brilliant constellation of early and classical Greek poets, who have long
been overshadowed by the great Greek dramatists. In The First Poets, Schmidt rescues the lives of these
poets from their relative obscurity. Here is Orpheus, the first of the first poets, healer, mystic, and magical
fixer; and Homer, about whom almost nothing is known for certain except the magnificence of his two great
epic poems. Here are Linos and Arion, who survive only in legend; and Amphion, who survives through the
tales we ascribe to him. Here are Sappho, the greatest Greek woman writer, and Hesiod; Hipponax, the “dirty
old man of poetry”; and Theocritus, the father of the pastoral; and many others.

Combining the verifiable facts of their lives and the narratives provided by later writers, Schmidt walks the
fine line between fact and scholarly conjecture to create vivid, animated, wonderfully compelling portraits of
these ancestors of our culture.
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From reader reviews:

Doug Herring:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important usually. The book The First Poets: Lives of the Ancient Greek Poets ended up being making
you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for
you. The reserve The First Poets: Lives of the Ancient Greek Poets is not only giving you more new
information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book The First Poets: Lives of the Ancient Greek
Poets. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Chris Manley:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This The First Poets: Lives of the Ancient Greek Poets book is readable simply by
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking
at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected
with The First Poets: Lives of the Ancient Greek Poets content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots
of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So ,
do you even now thinking The First Poets: Lives of the Ancient Greek Poets is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Richard Ault:

This book untitled The First Poets: Lives of the Ancient Greek Poets to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Issac Molina:

Often the book The First Poets: Lives of the Ancient Greek Poets will bring that you the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book The First Poets: Lives of the Ancient Greek Poets is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.
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