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Celebrating the celebration of the Old West
 
In the 1880s, there wasn't much in Anson, Texas, in the way of entertainment for the area’s cowhands. But
Star Hotel operator M. G. Rhodes changed that when he hosted a Grand Ball the weekend before Christmas.
A restless traveling salesman, rancher, and poet from New York named William Lawrence Chittenden, a
guest at the Star Hotel, was so impressed with the soiree that he penned his observances in the poem “The
Cowboys’ Christmas Ball.”
      Reenacted annually since 1934 based on Chittenden’s poem, the contemporary dances attract people
from coast to coast, from Canada, and from across Europe and elsewhere. Since 1993 Grammy Award-
winning musical artist Michael Martin Murphey has played at the popular event. 
      Far more than a history of the Jones County dance, Paul Carlson analyzes the long poem, defining the
many people and events mentioned and explaining the Jones County landscape Chittenden lays out in his
celebrated work. The book covers the evolution of cowboy poetry and places Chittenden and his poem
chronologically within the ever-changing western genre.
       Dancin’ in Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys' Christmas Ball is a novel but refreshing look at a
cowboy poet, his poem, and a joyous Christmas-time family event that traces its roots back nearly 130 years.
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From reader reviews:

James Ellis:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Dancin' in Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys'
Christmas Ball (Grover E. Murray Studies in the American Southwest). You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book Dancin' in Anson: A
History of the Texas Cowboys' Christmas Ball (Grover E. Murray Studies in the American Southwest). You
can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Edward Roth:

Here thing why this Dancin' in Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys' Christmas Ball (Grover E. Murray
Studies in the American Southwest) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is
good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Dancin' in
Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys' Christmas Ball (Grover E. Murray Studies in the American
Southwest) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no reserve that similar with Dancin' in Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys' Christmas Ball
(Grover E. Murray Studies in the American Southwest). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open
up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Dancin' in Anson: A History of the
Texas Cowboys' Christmas Ball (Grover E. Murray Studies in the American Southwest) in e-book can be
your choice.

Karen Garcia:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of
them is this Dancin' in Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys' Christmas Ball (Grover E. Murray Studies
in the American Southwest).



Shelly Sampson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Dancin' in Anson: A History of the Texas
Cowboys' Christmas Ball (Grover E. Murray Studies in the American Southwest) book written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read
the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still skepticism Dancin' in Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys' Christmas Ball
(Grover E. Murray Studies in the American Southwest) as good book not merely by the cover but also by the
content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to a different sixth sense.
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