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The growth of international law in the post-World War II era stemmed partly from the belief that universal
norms would make life for the entire world's population safer, more equitable, and more conducive to each
person's acquisition of basic material needs. Starting in the sixties and seventies, some scholars and activists
challenged this assumption and established the school of "cultural relativism," a model that pays deference to
local cultural traditions and favors them over international human rights norms. Scholars tried to create and
practice a middle-ground approach between universalism and relativism, whereby the most egregious
violations would be prevented through assimilating only jus cogens norms into indigenous groups' existing
cultural traditions. Such efforts at combining a few select international norms with local cultural traditions
largely failed.

Culture in Law and Development presents a provocative new solution to the seemingly intractable problem
of combining international norms with local cultural traditions by changing culture through law and
development. In this book, Lan Cao demonstrates how the gradual expansion of customary international law
(CIL) provides a model for changing culture in ways that protect and advance local populations. The book
adopts a holistic view of development and argues that cultural norms that impede the human capabilities of
the poor, women, and other marginal groups should be changed. The book reveals how a more conscious,
coordinated effort on such change can succeed while non-violative local traditions are otherwise honored and
preserved. Cao proposes that cultural change does not have to constitute cultural disrespect, and that local
societies only benefit by a careful combination of externally wrought change and internally fostered
tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because
just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Culture in Law and
Development: Nurturing Positive Change to read.

Patricia Vasquez:

This Culture in Law and Development: Nurturing Positive Change tend to be reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Culture in Law and Development: Nurturing
Positive Change can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Culture in Law and Development: Nurturing Positive Change giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Douglas Wyss:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer could be Culture in Law and Development: Nurturing Positive Change why because the
great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

Lisa Haight:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of
book Culture in Law and Development: Nurturing Positive Change. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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