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Tanka, a clasical Japanese verse form like haiku, has experienced a resurgence of interest among twentieth-
century poets and readers. Arguably the central genre of Japanese literature, the 31-syllable lyric made up the
great majority of Japanese poetry from the ninth to the nineteenth century and was the inspiration for such
poetry as haiku and renga. Tanka has begun to attract considerable attention in North America in recent
years. Modern Japanese Tanka is the first comprehensive collection available in English.

Tanka retains the aesthetic sensibilities that circumscribe Japanese culture, but just as Japan has changed
during this tumultuous century, tanka has undergone equally radical shifts. Responding to artistic and social
movements of the West, tanka has incorporated influences ranging from Marxism to Avant-Garde.

Modern Japanese Tanka includes four hundred poems by twenty of Japan's most renowned poets who have
made major contributions to the hisotry of tanka in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. With his
graceful, eloquent translations, Makoto Ueda captures the distinct voices of these individual poets, providing
biographical sketches of each as well as transliterating Japanese text below each poem. His introduction
gives an excellent overview of the development of tanka in the last one hundred years.

Tracing the contemporary tanka tradition from Yosana Tekkan in the late nineteenth century to the late
twentieth-century poetry of such writers as Taware Machi, Modern Japanese Tankselegantly conveys an
authentic sense of Japanese lyric to a Western audience.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Brown:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Modern Japanese Tanka can be the reply, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Ethel Davidson:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the
books in the top list in your reading list will be Modern Japanese Tanka. This book that is certainly qualified
as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review
this guide you can get many advantages.

India Oakley:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This e-book Modern Japanese Tanka was filled regarding science. Spend your time
to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Franklin Crossland:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Modern Japanese Tanka was colorful and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Modern Japanese Tanka has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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