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With an Introduction and Notes by Henry Claridge, Senior Lecturer, School of English, University
of Kent at Canterbury.

The four novels gathered here constitute the complete longer works of one the most brilliant and
original American writers. West’s vision of American modernity is terrifyingly comical and
diagnoses the tawdriness and meretriciousness of much of American popular culture. His greatest
work, Miss Lonelyhearts, which begins this collection, is unique in modern literature. It describes
New York in the early years of the Great Depression through the point of view of an ‘agony aunt’
who corresponds with his suffering readers in the guise of Miss Lonelyhearts: ‘(Are you in trouble?
– Do you need advice?)’. A Cool Million is, as its subtitle suggests, the ‘dismantling’ of a myth,
here a caustic satire of the ‘rags to riches’ story. West’s final novel, The Day of the Locust, is a
comic, yet apocalyptic account of the fantasies of 1930s Hollywood. This volume concludes with
West’s parodic and surreal first venture into fiction, The Dream Life of Balso Snell. Henry
Claridge’s introduction to this new edition of West’s fictional writings contextualises his work in
the United States of the Great Depression, in his evocation of 1930s Hollywood (where he worked
as a writer of screenplays), and in the larger context of his Eastern European Jewish background,
and, particularly, his reading of Dostoyesvky. The text comes with extensive annotations, a note on
the textual history of West’s writings, and a guide to further reading for both the student and the
general reader.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Leverette:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Complete Works of
Nathanael West (Wordsworth Classics) book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Cindy Johnson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Complete Works of Nathanael West (Wordsworth Classics)
as your daily resource information.

Helen Jackson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Complete Works of Nathanael West (Wordsworth
Classics) can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Rose Taylor:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Complete Works of Nathanael West (Wordsworth Classics) was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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