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Much has been written about the heroic figures of Sophocles' powerful dramas. Now Charles Segal focuses
our attention not on individual heroes and heroines, but on the world that inspired and motivated their
actions--a universe of family, city, nature, and the supernatural. He shows how these ancient masterpieces
offer insight into the abiding question of tragedy: how one can make sense of a world that involves so much
apparently meaningless violence and suffering.

In a series of engagingly written interconnected essays, Segal studies five of Sophocles' seven extant plays:
Ajax, Oedipus Tyrannus, Philoctetes, Antigone, and the often neglected Trachinian Women. He examines the
language and structure of the plays from several interpretive perspectives, drawing both on traditional
philological analysis and on current literary and cultural theory. He pays particular attention to the mythic
and ritual backgrounds of the plays, noting Sophocles' reinterpretation of the ancient myths. His delineation
of the heroes and their tragedies encompasses their relations with city and family, conflicts between men and
women, defiance of social institutions, and the interaction of society, nature, and the gods. Segal's analysis
sheds new light on Sophocles' plays--among the most widely read works of classical literature--and on their
implications for Greek views on the gods, moral life, and sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Chandler:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this Sophocles' Tragic World: Divinity,
Nature, Society to read.

Robert Franco:

This book untitled Sophocles' Tragic World: Divinity, Nature, Society to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Susan Tarin:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be
read. Sophocles' Tragic World: Divinity, Nature, Society can be your answer because it can be read by an
individual who have those short spare time problems.

Norma Baumgarten:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Sophocles' Tragic World: Divinity, Nature, Society provide you with a new experience in reading
a book.
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