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The Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States guarantees that all citizens have the right
to vote without regard to their "race, color, or previous condition of servitude." For almost a century the
Fifteenth Amendment was a dead letter. Throughout the South millions of nonwhite Americans were
excluded from the political process by poll taxes, literacy tests, and other devices. The landmark Voting
Rights Act of 1965 sought to end that injustice.

In this absorbing book, political scientist Abigail Thernstrom analyzes the radical transformation of the
Voting Rights Act in the years since its passage. She shows how a measure carefully crafted to open the
polling booths to southern blacks has evolved into a powerful tool for affirmative action in the electoral
sphere--a means to promote black and Hispanic officeholding by creating "safe" seats for minority
candidates, What began as an effort to give minorities a fair shake has become a means of ensuring a fair
share.

Thernstrom demonstrates how voting rights have created a "political thicket" in which Congress, the courts,
and the justice Department have been lost. Why this should be true, how small statutory changes led to large
and unexpected results, how civil rights groups prevailed against a conservative Senate, how Republicans
have benefited from gerrymandering to increase black officeholding--these stories are all part of
Thernstrom's well-told tale.

Even though the concept of the right to vote retains an aura of moral simplicity, the issue of minority voting
rights is perhaps the most complex, yet least studied, of all affirmative action issues. Whose Votes Count?
should stimulate the overdue discussion that the subject deserves among all those concerned with American
politics.
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From reader reviews:

Patti Metivier:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for people. The book Whose Votes Count?: Affirmative Action and Minority Voting
Rights (Twentieth Century Fund Books/Reports/Studies) was making you to know about other expertise and
of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Whose Votes
Count?: Affirmative Action and Minority Voting Rights (Twentieth Century Fund Books/Reports/Studies) is
not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Whose
Votes Count?: Affirmative Action and Minority Voting Rights (Twentieth Century Fund
Books/Reports/Studies). You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Bobby Tremblay:

Often the book Whose Votes Count?: Affirmative Action and Minority Voting Rights (Twentieth Century
Fund Books/Reports/Studies) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking
over this book.

Jessica Sarmiento:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Whose Votes Count?: Affirmative
Action and Minority Voting Rights (Twentieth Century Fund Books/Reports/Studies) can be the respond to,
oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

John Smithers:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Whose Votes Count?: Affirmative Action and Minority Voting Rights (Twentieth
Century Fund Books/Reports/Studies) we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book Whose Votes Count?: Affirmative
Action and Minority Voting Rights (Twentieth Century Fund Books/Reports/Studies). You can more
appealing than now.
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