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Compelling, raw, and painfully self-aware, In the Open describes an existence most people can barely
imagine. A first-hand account of one man's struggle with homelessness and alcoholism, this diary records a
world full of physical degradation and despair that is not without unpredictable moments of striking beauty.

Donohue's experiences are brutal, but his perceptions are poetic. This account of an intelligent and sensitive
man in the grip of alcoholism and homelessness challenges our perceptions of those on the margins of
American contemporary life.

"Donohue recorded this often-moving account during a four-year period of homelessness caused by his
alcoholism. . . . There are many brilliant observations here on a range of topics, including human nature,
technology, and capitalism. . . . Donohue's life on the fringe also provides an inside look at the homeless
system of overnight shelters, labor offices, and food stamp providers. But, somehow, in spite of all the
negatives, a hopeful book emerges."—Booklist

"A startlingly original book. In this confessional age, Donohue's diary becomes a different sort of tell-all, a
palimpsest that forces us to extract the author from his own writing. . . . Donohue comes to resemble Swift's
Gulliver"—Nicholas Nesson, Boston Phoenix

"Donohue punctuates his account of 'domiciling within the black walls of a mosquito-infested night' with
rambling metaphysical asides in the style of an eighteenth-century philosophe."—Molly McQuade, Lingua
Franca

"Despite hunger, homelessness, dead-end jobs and abusive drinking, what is most striking about Donohue is
his amazing optimism and endurance."—Patrick Markee, Nation

"Donohue is a gifted writer. . . . But what gives [his diary] the breath of life is that it is written by an
artist."—Alec Wilkinson, Los Angeles Times Book Review
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Marcellus:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The In the Open: Diary of a Homeless
Alcoholic is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

William Sebastian:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be read. In the Open: Diary of a Homeless Alcoholic can be your answer given it can be read by a person
who have those short time problems.

Macie Tiffany:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The In the Open: Diary of a Homeless Alcoholic offer you a new experience in studying a
book.

Hattie Robb:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this In the Open: Diary of a Homeless Alcoholic can make you experience more interested to
read.
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