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For more than a century the artisans and labourers of Renaissance Florence turned the city into their own
'empire' during times of public festivity. From the republic of the late 1400s through to the grand duchy of
the early seventeenth century, up to forty brigades of men called the potenze, or powers, elected kings,
carved out territories, and entered into a dialogue with citizens and with their Medici patrons.

This study traces the rise and fall of this carnivalesque subculture for the first time. It describes how workers
represented themselves, their neighbourhoods, and their trades on the public stage through rituals such as
stone-fighting and jousting, and reveals how the politics of this festive world were closely linked to everyday
patterns of social bargaining around the person of the prince. In the early 1600s the micro-states of the
potenze were partially suppressed and they gradually disappeared from the Florentine urban stage. The
account of this transformation presented here shows how Tridentine reform and economic crisis combined to
undermine hypermasculine carnival ritual as a language of civic contract, confining the potenze to making
pilgrimages to shrines and convents in the Florentine countryside. At the same time it is shown how
economic and religious change empowered groups of artisan women to take up the model of the potenze in
order to make their own collective pilgrimages outside the city walls.

Through the story of the potenze, this book provides fresh insights into the dynamics of class and gender
relations, and the nature of agency, in early modern Italy.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Valdez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Kings of the Street: Power, Community, and Ritual in
Renaissance Florence (Europa Sacra). Try to stumble through book Kings of the Street: Power, Community,
and Ritual in Renaissance Florence (Europa Sacra) as your close friend. It means that it can for being your
friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Alyson Hardy:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is
this Kings of the Street: Power, Community, and Ritual in Renaissance Florence (Europa Sacra).

Dominick Carter:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.
It is called of book Kings of the Street: Power, Community, and Ritual in Renaissance Florence (Europa
Sacra). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly
add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

David Mathews:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Kings of the Street: Power, Community, and
Ritual in Renaissance Florence (Europa Sacra) to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill
of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to
like to start a book and read it. Beside that the publication Kings of the Street: Power, Community, and
Ritual in Renaissance Florence (Europa Sacra) can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse



with what must you're doing of their time.
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