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Leading appraisers of fine musical instruments agree that in the art of making violins, no one has ever gone
beyond the achievement of Antonio Stradivari. The incomparable visual beauty of his instruments and the
infinite variety and magnificence of tone of which they are capable have by this time passed into the realm of
legend. Collectors have paid many thousands of dollars for one of Stradivari's violins. It is strange, but true,
that only one book really delves into the life and art of this famous Italian craftsman. That is the book
published in 1902 by the three Hill brothers of the London violin-making firm. Expert violin-makers and
critics of superior violin craftsmanship, these men had unique opportunities to examine and compare almost
all of the great examples of Italian violin-making.
The larger divisions of the book concern the ancestry of Stradivari; his violins, viols, and violoncellos; his
aims in relation to tone; his materials; his varnish; his construction; his labels; the number of instruments he
made; the growth of their reputation. Some of the topics discussed under these main headings are:
Stradivari's apprenticeship to Amati; comparison of his work with that of Amati; the tone of the pre-1684
Stradivari violin; changes between 1684 and 1690; distinguishing characteristics of many existing violins,
violas, and cellos, their specific location, etc.; erroneous views concerning Stradivari's material; his
preference for the wood of certain trees in given years; the mystery of the ingredients of Stradivari's varnish;
the effect of varnish on tone; the measurements of Stradivari's instruments; the time spent by Stradivari in
making a violin; the years of greatest production; the largest number dating from one year; estimate of the
total number made; an estimate of the actual sum he charged for an instrument; the introduction of Stradivari
instruments into France and England; the first revelation of their supreme merit; and many other interesting
topics.
Musicologists, violinists, makers of instruments, historians of culture, and those who count themselves
simply as music lovers will find this to be an extremely interesting and informative account.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Canfield:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Antonio Stradivari: His Life and Work (1644-
1737) will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Glenda Rizzo:

This Antonio Stradivari: His Life and Work (1644-1737) usually are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Antonio Stradivari: His Life and Work (1644-
1737) can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Antonio Stradivari: His Life and Work (1644-1737) giving you an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Rosa Goldschmidt:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Antonio
Stradivari: His Life and Work (1644-1737) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
before. The Antonio Stradivari: His Life and Work (1644-1737) giving you a different experience more than
blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking
at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Anthony Callahan:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Antonio Stradivari: His Life and Work (1644-1737) can make you feel more



interested to read.
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