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This remarkable primate with the curious name is challenging established views on human evolution. The
bonobo, least known of the great apes, is a female-centered, egalitarian species that has been dubbed the
"make-love-not-war" primate by specialists. In bonobo society, females form alliances to intimidate males,
sexual behavior (in virtually every partner combination) replaces aggression and serves many social
functions, and unrelated groups mingle instead of fighting. The species's most striking achievement is not
tool use or warfare but sensitivity to others.

In the first book to combine and compare data from captivity and the field, Frans de Waal, a world-renowned
primatologist, and Frans Lanting, an internationally acclaimed wildlife photographer, present the most up-to-
date perspective available on the bonobo. Focusing on social organization, de Waal compares the bonobo
with its better-known relative, the chimpanzee. The bonobo's relatively nonviolent behavior and the tendency
for females to dominate males confront the evolutionary models derived from observing the chimpanzee's
male power politics, cooperative hunting, and intergroup warfare. Further, the bonobo's frequent,
imaginative sexual contacts, along with its low reproduction rate, belie any notion that the sole natural
purpose of sex is procreation. Humans share over 98 percent of their genetic material with the bonobo and
the chimpanzee. Is it possible that the peaceable bonobo has retained traits of our common ancestor that we
find hard to recognize in ourselves?

Eight superb full-color photo essays offer a rare view of the bonobo in its native habitat in the rain forests of
Zaire as well as in zoos and research facilities. Additional photographs and highlighted interviews with
leading bonobo experts complement the text. This book points the way to viable alternatives to male-based
models of human evolution and will add considerably to debates on the origin of our species. Anyone
interested in primates, gender issues, evolutionary psychology, and exceptional wildlife photography will
find a fascinating companion in Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Mazzarella:

This Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will
get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This Bonobo: The Forgotten
Ape without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
become worry Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape can bring when you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Bonobo: The
Forgotten Ape having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Bernetta Smith:

Here thing why that Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as
food or not. Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape in e-book can be your choice.

Christine Brooks:

The reserve untitled Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape is the publication that recommended to you to study. You
can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Martha Dixon:

The actual book Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a
lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write
this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.
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