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In 1695, John Miller, a clergyman traveling through New York, found it appalling that so many couples lived
together without ever being married and that no one viewed "ante-nuptial fornication" as anything
scandalous or sinful. Charles Woodmason, an Anglican minister in South Carolina in 1766, described the
region as a "stage of debauchery" in which polygamy was "very common," "concubinage general," and
"bastardy no disrepute." These depictions of colonial North America's sexual culture sharply contradict the
stereotype of Puritanical abstinence that persists in the popular imagination.

In Sexual Revolution in Early America, Richard Godbeer boldly overturns conventional wisdom about the
sexual values and customs of colonial Americans. His eye-opening historical account spans two centuries
and most of British North America, from New England to the Caribbean, exploring the social, political, and
legal dynamics that shaped a diverse sexual culture. Drawing on exhaustive research into diaries, letters, and
other private papers, as well as legal records and official documents, Godbeer's absorbing narrative uncovers
a persistent struggle between the moral authorities and the widespread expression of popular customs and
individual urges.

Godbeer begins with a discussion of the complex attitude that the Puritans had toward sexuality. For
example, although believing that sex could be morally corrupting, they also considered it to be such an
essential element of a healthy marriage that they excommunicated those who denied "conjugal fellowship" to
their spouses. He next examines the ways in which race and class affected the debate about sexual mores,
from anxieties about Anglo-Indian sexual relations to the sense of sexual entitlement that planters held over
their African slaves. He concludes by detailing the fundamental shift in sexual culture during the eighteenth
century towards the acceptance of a more individualistic concept of sexual desire and fulfillment. Today's
moral critics, in their attempts to convince Americans of the social and spiritual consequences of unregulated
sexual behavior, often harken back to a more innocent age; as this groundbreaking work makes clear,
America's sexual culture has always been rich, vibrant, and contentious.
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From reader reviews:

Georgianna Menendez:

The book Sexual Revolution in Early America (Gender Relations in the American Experience) gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can
to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Sexual Revolution in Early America (Gender Relations in the American Experience)
being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Sexual
Revolution in Early America (Gender Relations in the American Experience). Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Tasha Page:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
Sexual Revolution in Early America (Gender Relations in the American Experience).

Anna Maday:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a publication. The book Sexual Revolution in Early America (Gender Relations in the American
Experience) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book provides high quality.

Laura Ide:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Sexual Revolution in
Early America (Gender Relations in the American Experience) that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for



people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person.
So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Sexual Revolution in
Early America (Gender Relations in the American Experience) become your own personal starter.
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