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The Culture of Spontaneity is the first comprehensive history of the postwar avant-garde, integrating such
diverse moments in American culture as abstract expressionism, bebop jazz, gestalt therapy, Black Mountain
College, Jungian psychology, beat poetry, experimental dance, Zen Buddhism, Alfred North Whitehead's
cosmology, and the antinuclear movement. Daniel Belgrad shows how a startling variety of artistic
movements actually had one unifying theme: spontaneous improvisation.

"A compelling narrative, putting living flesh on shorthand intuitions that connect North Beach to Black
Mountain College, Fenollosa to Pollock, Jackson Lears's No Place of Grace to Todd Gitlin's The
Sixties."—Joel Smith, Boston Review

"An invaluable introduction to postwar modernism across the arts."—Thomas Augst, Boston Book Review

"Belgrad's extensive probing of the artists and movements with their profound sociological roots is timely as
well as comprehensive....A major contribution for serious scholars."—Choice
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From reader reviews:

Henry Howell:

The ability that you get from The Culture of Spontaneity: Improvisation and the Arts in Postwar America
could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Culture of Spontaneity: Improvisation
and the Arts in Postwar America giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy
to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this particular The Culture of Spontaneity: Improvisation and the Arts in Postwar
America instantly.

Breanne Gardner:

This The Culture of Spontaneity: Improvisation and the Arts in Postwar America are generally reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Culture of
Spontaneity: Improvisation and the Arts in Postwar America can be one of many great books you must have
will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that might be will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Culture of Spontaneity: Improvisation and the
Arts in Postwar America forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Cheryl Fisher:

Typically the book The Culture of Spontaneity: Improvisation and the Arts in Postwar America will bring
one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book The Culture of Spontaneity:
Improvisation and the Arts in Postwar America is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Gary Williams:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and The Culture of Spontaneity: Improvisation and the Arts in
Postwar America or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book,
any other book likes The Culture of Spontaneity: Improvisation and the Arts in Postwar America to make



your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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