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What is the "real Russia"? What is the relationship between national dreams and kitsch, between political
and artistic utopia and everyday existence? Commonplaces of daily living would be perfect clues for those
seeking to understand a culture. But all who write big books on Russian life confess their failure to get
properly inside Russia, to understand its "doublespeak."

Boym is a unique guide. A member of the last Soviet Generation, the Russian equivalent of our Generation
X, she grew up in Leningrad and has lived in the West for the past thirteen years. Her book provides a view
of Russia that is historically informed, replete with unexpected detail, and everywhere stamped with
authority. Alternating analysis with personal accounts of Russian life, Boym conveys the foreignness of
Russia and examines its peculiar conceptions of private life and common good, of Culture and Trash, of
sincerity and banality. Armed with a Dictionary of Untranslatable Terms, we step around Uncle Fedia asleep
in the hall, surrounded by a puddle of urine, and enter the Communal Apartment, the central exhibit of the
book. It is the ruin of the communal utopia and a unique institution of Soviet daily life; a model Soviet home
and a breeding ground for grassroots informants. Here, privacy is forbidden; here the inhabitants defiantly
treasure their bits of "domestic trash," targets of ideological campaigns for the transformation (perestroika)
of everyday life.

Against the Russian and Soviet myths of national destiny, the trivial, the ordinary, even the trashy, take on a
utopian dimension. Boym studies Russian culture in a broad sense of the word; she ranges from nineteenth-
and twentieth-century intellectual thought to art and popular culture. With her we go walking in Moscow and
Leningrad, eavesdrop on domestic life, and discover jokes, films, and TV programs. Boym then reflects on
the 1991 coup that marked the end of the Soviet Union and evoked fin de siècle apocalyptic visions. The
book ends with a poignant reflection on the nature of communal utopia and nostalgia, on homesickness and
the sickness of being home.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owens:

The book Common Places: Mythologies of Everyday Life in Russia (Library of African Adventure; 3) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must
we leave the great thing like a book Common Places: Mythologies of Everyday Life in Russia (Library of
African Adventure; 3)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Common Places:
Mythologies of Everyday Life in Russia (Library of African Adventure; 3) has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

John Dearman:

This Common Places: Mythologies of Everyday Life in Russia (Library of African Adventure; 3) book is
just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this
book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper
an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Common Places: Mythologies of Everyday
Life in Russia (Library of African Adventure; 3) without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Common Places: Mythologies of
Everyday Life in Russia (Library of African Adventure; 3) can bring whenever you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone.
This Common Places: Mythologies of Everyday Life in Russia (Library of African Adventure; 3) having fine
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Stephanie Bush:

The book untitled Common Places: Mythologies of Everyday Life in Russia (Library of African Adventure;
3) is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was
did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Common Places: Mythologies of Everyday Life in Russia
(Library of African Adventure; 3) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Susan Woods:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Common Places: Mythologies of Everyday Life
in Russia (Library of African Adventure; 3) can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this
one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book



can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need
to have Common Places: Mythologies of Everyday Life in Russia (Library of African Adventure; 3).
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