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Since the early modern era, historians and observers of Spain, both within the country and beyond it, have
identified a peculiarly Spanish disdain for work, especially manual labor, and have seen it as a primary
explanation for that nation's alleged failure to develop like the rest of Europe. In "Lazy, Improvident People,"
the historian Ruth MacKay examines the origins of this deeply ingrained historical prejudice and cultural
stereotype. MacKay finds these origins in the ilustrados, the Enlightenment intellectuals and reformers who
rose to prominence in the late eighteenth century. To advance their own, patriotic project of rationalization
and progress, they disparaged what had gone before. Relying in part on late medieval and early modern
political treatises about "vile and mechanical" labor, they claimed that previous generations of Spaniards had
been indolent and backward. Through a close reading of the archival record, MacKay shows that such
treatises and dramatic literature in no way reflected the actual lives of early modern artisans, who were
neither particularly slothful nor untalented. On the contrary, they behaved as citizens, and their work was
seen as dignified and essential to the common good. MacKay contends that the ilustrados' profound
misreading of their own past created a propagandistic myth that has been internalized by subsequent
intellectuals. MacKay's is thus a book about the notion of Spanish exceptionalism, the ways in which this
notion developed, and the burden and skewed vision it has imposed on Spaniards and outsiders. "Lazy,
Improvident People" will fascinate not only historians of early modern and modern Spain but all readers who
are concerned with the process by which historical narratives are formed, reproduced, and given authority.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Clark:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this "Lazy, Improvident People": Myth
and Reality in the Writing of Spanish History book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Lowell Seymour:

The knowledge that you get from "Lazy, Improvident People": Myth and Reality in the Writing of Spanish
History will be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but "Lazy, Improvident
People": Myth and Reality in the Writing of Spanish History giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author
of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this kind of "Lazy, Improvident People": Myth and Reality in the Writing of
Spanish History instantly.

Donna Feuerstein:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take "Lazy, Improvident People": Myth and Reality in the
Writing of Spanish History as your daily resource information.

Jo Jordan:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lot of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
definitely "Lazy, Improvident People": Myth and Reality in the Writing of Spanish History.
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