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Ripped straight from the headlines of the Jazz Age, The Bobbed Haired Bandit is a tale of flappers and fast
cars, of sex and morality. In the spring of 1924, a poor, 19-year-old laundress from Brooklyn robbed a string
of New York grocery stores with a “baby automatic,” a fur coat, and a fashionable bobbed hairdo. Celia
Cooney’s crimes made national news, with the likes of Ring Lardner and Walter Lippman writing about her
exploits for enthralled readers.

The Bobbed Haired Bandit brings to life a world of great wealth and poverty, of Prohibition and class
conflict. With her husband Ed at her side, Celia raised herself from a life of drudgery to become a celebrity
in her own pulp-fiction novel, a role she consciously cultivated. She also launched the largest manhunt in
New York City's history, humiliating the police with daring crimes and taunting notes.

Sifting through conflicting accounts, Stephen Duncombe and Andrew Mattson show how Celia's story was
used to explain the world, to wage cultural battles, to further political interest, and above all, to sell
newspapers. To progressives, she was an example of what happens when a community doesn't protect its
children. To conservatives, she symbolized a permissive society that gave too much freedom to the young,
poor, and female. These competing stories distill the tensions of the time.

In a gripping account that reads like a detective serial, Duncombe and Mattson have culled newspaper
reports, court records, interviews with Celia's sons, and even popular songs and jokes to capture what
William Randolph Hearst’s newspaper called “the strangest, weirdest, most dramatic, most tragic, human
interest story ever told.”
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From reader reviews:

Eddie Bussell:

The book The Bobbed Haired Bandit: A True Story of Crime and Celebrity in 1920s New York make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to
get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
studying a book The Bobbed Haired Bandit: A True Story of Crime and Celebrity in 1920s New York to get
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a publication The Bobbed
Haired Bandit: A True Story of Crime and Celebrity in 1920s New York. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Jessica Rodriguez:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Bobbed Haired Bandit:
A True Story of Crime and Celebrity in 1920s New York is our recommendation to help you keep up with
the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jerri Montgomery:

The book The Bobbed Haired Bandit: A True Story of Crime and Celebrity in 1920s New York has a lot
associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. That book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Elizabeth Nicholson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
The Bobbed Haired Bandit: A True Story of Crime and Celebrity in 1920s New York your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one type
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The The Bobbed Haired Bandit: A True
Story of Crime and Celebrity in 1920s New York giving you yet another experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through
it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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