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Who smells? Surveying nearly eighty novels written in the 1860s to answer that impolite question, Common
Scents provides a new reading of Victorian values, particularly as they assess the relative merits of men and
women, spirit and matter. In depictions of comparative encounters, the commonplace meetings of everyday
life, such fiction often registers the inequalities that distinguish one individual from another by marking one
of them with a smell. In a surprisingly consistent fashion, these references constitute what cultural
anthropologists call an osmology, a system of differentiations that reveals the status within a particular
culture of the persons and things associated with specific odors. Featuring often innocuous and even
potentially pleasing aromas emanating from food, flowers, and certain kinds of labor, novels of the 1860s
array their characters into distinct categories, finding in some rather than others olfactory proof of their
materiality. Central to this osmology is the difference between characters who give off odors and those who
do not, and this study draws upon the work of Victorian psychophysiologists and popular commentators on
the senses to establish the subtlety with which fictional representations make that distinction. By exploring
the far-reaching implications of this osmology in specific novels by Dickens, Eliot, Meredith, Oliphant,
Trollope, and Yonge, Common Scents argues that the strikingly similar plots and characterizations typical of
the 1860s, responding as they do to the economic and political concerns of the decade, reconfigure
conventional understandings of the relations between men and women. Determining who smells reveals what
Victorian culture at its epitome takes for granted as a deeply embedded common sense, the recognition of
whose self-evident truth seems to be as instinctive and automatic as a response to an odor.
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From reader reviews:

Luisa Johnson:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Common Scents:
Comparative Encounters in High-Victorian Fiction book because book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Donald Taylor:

This book untitled Common Scents: Comparative Encounters in High-Victorian Fiction to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide
from your list.

Edwina Hinkle:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try
to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of
them is this Common Scents: Comparative Encounters in High-Victorian Fiction.

John Smithers:

The book untitled Common Scents: Comparative Encounters in High-Victorian Fiction contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous
author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
learn.
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