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"A well-written, well-researched, and engaging introduction to contemporary Syria."—Library Journal
(starred review)

"American travel writing at its most generous and intrepid."—Adam Kirsch

"A nuanced appreciation of the sights, sounds, and historical densities that make Syria one of the most
rewarding countries on Earth. Like the great cities of Damascus and Aleppo, The Other Side of the Mirror is
a thing of layered beauty and a source of endless surprise and stimulation."—Ben Downing

"Engaging…I can vouch for the accuracy of her descriptions."—Malise Ruthven, New York Review of Books

"Brooke Allen's The Other Side of the Mirror is a hugely welcome piece of travel literature…Anyone with a
curiosity about this fascinating nation will be well served."—Tom Bissell

Brooke Allen first traveled to Syria in 2009, expecting it to be much as American news media routinely
depicted it—an ultra-conservative Muslim society, a rogue nation committed to an anti-American stance. She
found, instead, a welcoming and captivating country where she and her family were treated with courtesy
and gentleness.

She soon returned for a more leisurely trip through Syria's rich historical and archaeological treasures: the
ancient cities of Aleppo and Damascus, the great Crusader castles, the Bronze Age ruins of Ebla and Mari,
the Greco-Roman cities of Palmyra and Apamea. With her keen and appreciative eye (and ear) Allen
introduces us to Syria's people, culture, and history.

Published in spring of 2011 at the beginning of the Syrian Civil War, the book has taken on a new resonance.

Brooke Allen's critical writings appear frequently in the New York Times Book Review, the Atlantic, and the
Nation. Her Twentieth-Century Attitudes was a New York Times Notable Book of the Year. Her most recent
book is Moral Minority: Our Skeptical Founding Fathers.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Ahlstrom:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Other Side of the Mirror: An
American Travels Through Syria book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Emile Guzman:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Other Side of the Mirror: An American Travels
Through Syria can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Francisca Varney:

This The Other Side of the Mirror: An American Travels Through Syria is great e-book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can state no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having The Other Side of the Mirror: An American Travels Through Syria in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you
world in ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello
Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Jim May:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is The Other Side of the Mirror: An American Travels Through Syria this publication
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular



writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of
you.
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