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An enchanting seventeenth-century epic of grand passion and adventure, this debut novel tells the captivating
story of one of India's most legendary and controversial empresses -- a woman whose brilliance and
determination trumped myriad obstacles, and whose love shaped the course of the Mughal empire.
She came into the world in the year 1577, to the howling accompaniment of a ferocious winter storm. As the
daughter of starving refugees fleeing violent persecution in Persia, her fateful birth in a roadside tent sparked
a miraculous reversal of family fortune, culminating in her father's introduction to the court of Emperor
Akbar. She is called Mehrunnisa, the Sun of Women. This is her story.
Growing up on the fringes of Emperor Akbar's opulent palace grounds, Mehrunnisa blossoms into a
sapphire-eyed child blessed with a precocious intelligence, luminous beauty, and a powerful ambition far
surpassing the bounds of her family's station. Mehrunnisa first encounters young Prince Salim on his
wedding day. In that instant, even as a royal gala swirls around her in celebration of the future emperor's first
marriage, Mehrunnisa foresees the path of her own destiny. One day, she decides with uncompromising
surety, she too will become Salim's wife. She is all of eight years old -- and wholly unaware of the great
price she and her family will pay for this dream.
Skillfully blending the textures of historical reality with the rich and sensuous imaginings of a timeless fairy
tale, The Twentieth Wife sweeps readers up in the emotional pageant of Salim and Mehrunnisa's embattled
love. First-time novelist Indu Sundaresan charts her heroine's enthralling journey across the years, from an
ill-fated first marriage through motherhood and into a dangerous maze of power struggles and political
machinations. Through it all, Mehrunnisa and Salim long with fiery intensity for the true, redemptive love
they've never known -- and their mutual quest ultimately takes them, and the vast empire that hangs in the
balance, to places they never dreamed possible.
Shot through with wonder and suspense, The Twentieth Wife is at once a fascinating portrait of one woman's
convention-defying life behind the veil and a transporting saga of the astonishing potency of love.
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From reader reviews:

Carol McElroy:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called The Twentieth
Wife? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Allison Sala:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Twentieth Wife can be the respond to, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Sherrie Smith:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top listing in your reading list is actually The Twentieth Wife. This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can
get many advantages.

Deanne Mohammed:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The
Twentieth Wife.
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