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Exploring works by Walter Scott, Harriet Martineau, Charlotte Brontë, Charles Dickens, and their lesser-
known contemporaries, Romances of Free Trade historicizes globalization as it traces the perception of
dissolving borders and declining national sovereignty back into the nineteenth century.

The book offers a new account of the cultural work of romance in nineteenth-century Britain. Çelikkol
argues that novelists and playwrights employed this genre to represent a radically new historical formation:
the emergence of a globalized free-market economy. In previous centuries, the British state had pursued an
economic policy that chose domestic goods over foreign ones. Through the first half of the nineteenth
century, liberal economists maintained that commodity traffic across national borders should move outside
the purview of the state, a position and practice that began to take hold as the century progressed. Amid the
transformation, Britons pondered the vertiginous effects of rapidly accelerating economic circulation. Would
patriotic attachment to the homeland dissolve along with the preference for domestic goods? How would the
nation and the empire fare if commerce became uncontrollable? The literary genre of romance, characterized
by protagonists who drift in lawless spaces, played a meaningful role in addressing such pressing questions.
From the figure of the smuggler to the episodic plot structure, romance elements in fiction and drama
narrated and made tangible the sprawling global markets and fluid capital that were reshaping the world.

In addition to clear-eyed close readings of nineteenth-century novels and plays, Çelikkol draws on the era's
major economic theorists, figures like Adam Smith and Thomas Malthus, to vividly illustrate the manifold
ways the romance genre engaged with these emerging financial changes.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Heath:

The book Romances of Free Trade: British Literature, Laissez-Faire, and the Global Nineteenth Century can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we
leave a good thing like a book Romances of Free Trade: British Literature, Laissez-Faire, and the Global
Nineteenth Century? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details
that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Romances of Free
Trade: British Literature, Laissez-Faire, and the Global Nineteenth Century has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Louetta Cantrell:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Romances of Free Trade: British Literature, Laissez-Faire, and the Global
Nineteenth Century book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge
that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Romances of Free Trade: British Literature, Laissez-Faire,
and the Global Nineteenth Century content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Romances of Free Trade: British Literature, Laissez-Faire, and the Global Nineteenth
Century is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Angela Joseph:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Romances of Free Trade: British
Literature, Laissez-Faire, and the Global Nineteenth Century is simple to deliver you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Louise Perez:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Romances of Free Trade: British
Literature, Laissez-Faire, and the Global Nineteenth Century or maybe others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put



their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Romances of Free Trade:
British Literature, Laissez-Faire, and the Global Nineteenth Century to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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